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Thanks to BAM’s un-official historian and past president Jim 
Young, we have plenty of history to share.  Here is a photo 
from a 2004 event where pilots showed spectators their planes. 



Spring is trying to happen so regular consistent flying is just around the corner.  
Of course some of us head out to the field almost every weekend hoping the wind 
does not deter our flying and it regularly does, but then a great amount of arm-
chair flying ensues.  Coming up soon with be the much needed renovation of our 
safety fence.  The material has been bought and is in our container just waiting 
for a warm enough day to mount it.  Some of the material that used to be our 
Northern strip of runway has been spoken for so that will help recoup some of 
our investment.  The remaining portion of the material will be rolled up and 
stored in the container for when needed repairs to the pit area arise.  The Fire-
cracker event has a changed format and the details will be presented at the meet-

ing on May 22.  I would again like to suggest the 
newsletter is getting harder and harder to produce 
with meaningful content.  No one supplies info that 
would interest the membership and that’s a shame.  
I also have a busy life and planes to work on but 
still I take time to produce the newsletter because I 
enjoy it and hopefully you enjoy reading it but it 
should not be just me.  Two or three people con-
tribute pieces but they too run out of stuff.  Surely 
someone out there has something interesting to 
share.  It might come to having the newsletter bi-
monthly or just quarterly if no one is really inter-
ested. 



I thought some of you should know where the “Popp’s Field” came from.  One of our 
presidents, named Gary Poppelwell, died during his rein over the club so it was deemed 
appropriate to name the field after him.  Gary was a volunteer police officer for the Bend 
police department so there was a memorial service at the field featuring an honor guard 

from the police department.  The event 
was well attended and Gary’s ashes were 
spread over the field via an RC model 
airplane. The lower right photo on this 
page shows an officer from the Bend PD 
presenting a flag to Gary’s widow.  Eve-
ry once in a while the family visits the 
field and leaves flowers or a flag to keep 
the memory of Gary alive. 





Bill Broich showed two micro-aces 
WWI planes, a Bri t ish Sopwi th 
Camel and a German tri wing Alba-
tross.  These planes are really small! 

Tom Rose showed his “Crazy Ligh t V3” 
nav ligh t s that he installed on his Habu.  
These are st ick on and are really brigh t! 
They are available at Amazon for $2 5.00 

James Fredricks showed his new Flex 
Innovat ion Vent ique 3-D 60 size elec-
tric.  James purchased the PNP version 
which coms wi th a fligh t gyro.  The 
plane comes in two color trims and the 
construct ion is impressive wi th carbon 
reinforced lining on many of the inter-
nal stress point s.  James put out an 
email featuring the mai den fligh t. 



Ok, it is your editor’s turn to share his shop with you.  When we built our house in 2018-2019 
we also built a 24’ x 30’ shop building.  It was comprised with a small animal room for reha-
bilitation, a main shop and my “man’s room” shop which is 12’ x 18’.  It is heated and air con-
ditioned, is well lit and carpeted.  Oh, there is a restroom in the main shop.   

Here is a view standing in the 
doorway looking into the shop.  In 
the center is a 6’6” x 2’ wide work 
bench.  It is mounted on casters 
so it can be moved to where ever 
it is needed.  To the left is a sec-
ond work bench to accommodate 
parts when the center bench is in 
use. 

This is looking to the Southwest 
corner of the shop.  To the right 
is a large cabinet for storage and 
lots of parts bins for nuts, screws 
and other hobby related hardware.  
The ceiling is 10’ so there is plenty 
of room for shelving and hanging 
planes. 

Looking to the North and to the 
left is the business end of the 
shop.  This is where the computer 
that creates the “Flight Report” is 
located with additional storage 
units, shelves and, of course, 
more planes. 



Bill Broich had an interesting maiden for his new Flight Line B25.  He had been very 
anxious to fly this plane and had even invested in a automatic moving top turret 
which was really awesome.  Well the day came and he went out to the runway and 
made sure everything was working.  After that he advanced the throttle and the plane 
advanced about 15 feet, went vertical for about 100 feet and then rapidly descended 
along the same path it went up.  Luckily it landed a few feet from Bill so he did not 
have to walk far to pick up the pieces.   Sorry Bill ! 



Wanting to avoid comments of discrimination, I felt it was important to report on my 
own mishap.  I was flying one of my favorite planes and doing pretty good at the 
time when I decided to call a landing.  My plane was out East of the runway and I 
turned base when the plane moved further out than I like to get it and also at the time 
it moved in front of a cloud making it invisible to me.  I just called out, “I can’t see 
it” and it became visible just as it went vertical.  So much for old eyes and distance.  
I am glad to report it will soon be back in the air. 





General 
1. All pilots shall be current members of AMA.  Proof of current AMA membership is re-
quired prior to flying at BAM. 
2. Visiting AMA pilots and new members of BAM shall receive a safety orientation by 
one of BAM’s Safety Committee members or in the absence of a Safety Committee mem-
ber, an Executive Committee (EC) member prior to their first flight. 
3. Pilots Shall ensure flight operations in accordance with AMA’s safety code and these 
Field Safety Guidelines at all times. 
4. Pilots shall ensure proper operation of their aircraft and associated equipment prior to 
use. 
5. Pilots shall show courtesy toward others and apply common sense when flying at 
BAM. 
6. Pilots are encouraged to verbally enforce safe flying practices as appropriate. 
7. All guests, spectators, children and pets shall be supervised by a BAM member at all 
times while in   side the flying field fence and are encouraged to remain behind the pit ta-
bles. 
8. When working on armed electric airplanes in the pit area, pilots shall always se-
cure/restrain the aircraft from moving on the ground or rolling off a pit table.  No rotat-
ing propellers are allowed.   
9. No running fuel airplanes are allowed in the pit area.  
10. R/C cars and other surface vehicles are prohibited anywhere inside the flying field 
fence. 
11. Smoking is prohibited anywhere inside the flying field fence and shall be carried out 
in a safe and respectful manner in the parking lot. 
12. Consumption of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances before or during flight 
is prohibited. 

Pre-Flight Operations 
1. Pilots shall use the run-up stands when starting fuel-equipped aircraft engines. 
2. For larger aircraft, pilots may use the taxiway rather than the run-up stands to start 
or arm their aircraft while keeping it restrained with the help of another pilot or any rea-
sonable means. 
3. For extended engine tuning and troubleshooting, pilots shall use the run-up stand pro-
vided for such use at the West end of the field by the porta-potties. 
4. Pilots shall never leave their aircraft unattended while the aircraft is running or 
armed, even if it is restrained. 
5. Pilots that use AM/FM radio equipment (50MHz, 53MHz and 72MHz) shall attach the 
appropriate frequency pin visibly to their transmitter’s antenna whenever in use and 
shall place their AMA card on the respective channel pin on the frequency board in the 
clubhouse. 
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POPP’S FIELD SAFETY GUIDELINES 

 
1. Pilots shall taxi aircraft only on the taxiways and runway.  No taxiing is permitted in 
the pit area. 
2. While flying, pilots must remain behind the safety fence and never block the taxiways. 
3. Only pilots or a supervised helper are permitted beyond the safety fence (ie, to retrieve 
an aircraft). 
4. Pilots shall verbally communicate their intentions during takeoffs, landings, flights 
and emergencies (ie, “taking off right to left”, “landing left to right”, “on the runway”, 
“dead stick”,  “low pass” etc. 
5. Pilots shall always fly their aircraft North of the centerline of the runway and remain 
within the  approved fly zones. (see Fly Zone Map for details). 
6. Landing aircraft have the right of way.  Dead stick landings shall be called as such and 
given immediate right of way. 
7. Pilots shall not take off from or land on the taxiways.  This applies to all aircraft types, 
including rotary-wing and micro aircraft. 
8. No more than five (5) aircraft shall be in the air at one time.  This includes rotary wing 
and micro aircraft. 
9. Pilots shall call all maiden flights prior to flight.  All other aircraft shall be grounded 
until the maiden flight has been completed. 
10. All hand launches shall be called to alert other pilots.  Hand launches shall be per-
formed either from the runway or the area between the runway edge and the safety 
fence. 
11. Hovering craft such as, but not limited to, 3D planes, drones, etc are to hover North, 
clear of the  runway to avoid interference with fixed wing aircraft operations.  Whenever 
3D planes or drones are flying, it is recommended to do so when fixed wing aircraft are 
not in the air. 
12. FPV (First Person View) flight is only permitted when the pilot has a spotter per 
AMA regulations. 
13. Gas turbine operations are allowed as long as they are in accordance with the AMA 
Gas Turbine regulations on the AMA website.  
https://www.modelaircraft.org/content/ama-gas-turbine-program 
14. When gas turbine planes are being flown, all other pilots are encouraged to relin-
quish the airspace to the turbine operations.  An agreement between the turbine pilots 
and all other pilots for this   recommendation should be discussed and agreed to. 
15. All planes that are reconstructed after a substantial crash incident shall be consid-
ered as doing a maiden flight and all considerations for a maiden flight shall be adhered 
to. 
16. If there are any questions that are not addressed here, the AMA Safety Handbook is 
available for reference at  https://www.modelaircraft.org/safety  
              Updated 12/17/2022 By Safety Officer Andy Niedzwiecke 



 




