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August 

 As the BAM editor I greatly appreciate the contribution of pictures 
and articles that I have been provided … so continue to feel free to sub-
mit pictures and stories during 2016.    

  

REMINDER 
 

  Each issue of the BAM Flight Report includes: 

(1) Yearly Calendar of events (those that have been scheduled) 

(2) BAM Field Safety Guidelines 

(3) Fly / No Fly Zone Map 

(4) AMA Safety Code 
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Let’s give a BIG WELCOME to our latest new BAM member— . 

 

Bill Ryan joined BAM as a retirement hobby.  Bill 

is a retired machinist from Auburn, Wa.  He cur-

rently flies an ‘Apprentice’ and is beginner to in-

termediate in skills.   

 

Welcome to BAM … all of us look forward to see-

ing you and your planes at Popp’s Field. 

 

 

 

 

POPP’S FIELD HOME OF LOST RC PLANES? 
 

Sunday, Aug. 7, 2016, the temperature was right, the sun was shining and, as usual, the wind was blowing 
from the southwest. Wind sock at times was horizontal, but never limp. 

 

Then it happened. “It’s gone, I lost it” yells Bill Hand as his Hobbyzone Sport Cub S with SAFE technology dis-
appears toward the hills northeasterly of the field. “Last I saw of the plane was just above the ridge as it was 
at full throttle, SAFE system turned off, and the plane was flying backwards”, says Bill. 

 

Members there wanted to do a search, but with the plane being so small and light in weight, who knows 
how far it was carried on the wind. Bill called it a loss and decided to go home. But, Tom Rainwater volun-
teered to scour the hills to see if he could find the little lost Cub S.  

 

So far, this author does not know if Tom was successful. 



4 

 

 

PILOTS MEETING 

 

On July 2, 2016 three BAM members got together to discuss the day’s events. They are left, Chris 
Shaker an accomplished private pilot and RC pilot. Center, Dave Lawler (out of uniform), an accom-
plished RC pilot. Right, Chris Rankin, an accomplished commercial pilot, private pilot and RC pilot. 
Lawler and Rankin were toasting Shaker as he was married earlier in the day.  Congratulations to 
Chris Shaker and his lovely new bride Lori for many, many years of happy bliss. 
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Show & Tell 
 

James Fredericks brought in his FlightWorks 

Edge 540 in Red Bull Graphics.  The plane has a 

47” wingspan and on 820KV motor.  James said 

these are these are available on Tower Hobbies 

website for $159.  Nice plane James! 

 

Crash Trophy 
The crash trophy for July was a fairly easy decision.  Mark Benavente not only executed the crash 

of his Vought F4U Corsair but also photographed and advertised the event.  No one could compete 

with such a complete and well thought out presentation. 
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July Club Meeting 

And BEFORE the BIG event … Mark B. was 

doing so well … maybe he should NOT have 

taken the picture of his own plane in flight!!!! 
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Making a Positive Canopy Plug from an Existing Canopy 

 

 

While repairing my Yellow Aircraft A6M Zero I was unable to locate a replacement canopy anywhere 
in the USA.  I was able to find one in Birmingham England and it was the last one they had.  Be-
cause Yellow Aircraft has been out of business for several years I thought this canopy might be 
among the very last of these uncut canopies in existence.  I decided to make a plug from the canopy 
so they could be reproduced in the future.   I took some pictures and agreed to write this article out-
lining my process.  I am NOT an expert in this area but these are the steps I took and I am happy 
with results: 
 
I wanted to eventually pour casting cement into the inside of the canopy to form a plug.  However 

the canopy was just thin plastic and would not hold its shape if liquid was poured inside.  I needed 

something to hold the canopies natural resting position.  I decided to use the outside of the canopy 

to make a saddle to hold the canopy shape while I poured the casting cement into the canopy. 

 

  
 

I placed the canopy on a piece of plywood and drew the outline of the canopy.  I then drilled holes 

just outside the canopy outline to secure dowel legs to the board with screws from the bottom.  

These legs not only held the canopy down but also prevent the canopy from flexing outward. 

 

Tom Rainwater contributed this article as he wanted to share how to take an existing good canopy 

and make a ‘plug of one because he realized that the one he had may be the only canopy left in ex-

istence.  If you believe there is a need to duplicate a canopy for your plane then this is how it is done 

and I am sure if you call Tom Rainwater he would be happy to help you. 
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After attaching the legs I added supports inside the canopy to prevent it from flexing in, I cut two 
spray can lids in half to provide a dam to hold more cement around the legs supports.  I also cut two 
foam bulkheads to help the canopy maintain its shape while applying the casting cement to the out-
side of the canopy. 

 

 

Next I applied a liberal amount of Hydro-Cal casting cement to the outside of the canopy.  I didn’t 
need to cover it all as this material would only form a saddle to hold the canopy shape and hold 
the opening level so I can pour liquid casting cement on the inside of the canopy. 
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After the outside cement had set I turned the saddle over on its legs.  I shaped a piece of foam to 
consume the majority of the volume inside the canopy to reduce weight of the plug and to reduce 
the amount of casting cement required.  I used hot glue to attach the wooden cross braces to the 
foam and positioned it in the canopy to leave an about a 3/4” minimum gap between the foam and 
the canopy sides.  The clamps are necessary to prevent the foam center section from floating up 
when the casting cement is poured in. 
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Next I mixed up the UltraCal-30 casting cement and poured in directly into the canopy.  I did not use 

any release agent on the canopy.  A previous attempt using PAM cooking oil left a rough finish on 

the final plug.   

 

 

 

So after the cement set up it popped right out of the canopy without any problems resulting in a pret-
ty smooth plug to work with.  This plug will need to be sanded and filled in some areas before it can 
be used for pulling a replacement canopy.  In order to get a “good” plastic canopy you need a 
“perfect” plug.  Any imperfections in the plug will transfer to your canopy.   
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Fly / No Fly Zone’s for Popp’s Field 
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