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Message from the President 
Dear Members & Interested Readers: 

We had a great turnout for our February meeting at The Black Bear 
Diner on February 24th.  The meeting was full with 39 members 
and/or guests attending.  On top of that, we had some awesome 
planes for the Show and Tell portion of the meeting.   

Perhaps the highlight of the evening came when we discussed the 
modifications that our Safety Committee and EC made to our Safe-
ty Guidelines.  I am very happy with the modifications that were 
made and I want to thank all of the members who submitted sug-

gestions to our Safety Committee.  I believe our new guidelines will help us continue to promote 
a safe and fun flying environment at Popp’s Field. 

We also discussed 
ideas for improving 
our flying field in 
2016.  We settled on 
replacing the infield 
geo-tech fabric that 
continues to deterio-
rate in the sun, 
wind, snow and 
rain at Popp’s Field.  
The fabric to be re-
placed, is located in 
sections B,C,D&E 
(picture at right). 
Instead of replacing 
the damaged areas 
with the same fab-
ric, we decided to 
go with a heavier 
duty liner material 
available from Bend 
Tarp & Liner (BTL).   
The liner material is 
designed to be exposed to the sun.  Since we seem to have plenty of sun here in Central Oregon, 
the liner material should give us a life of 10 years or more.  The geo-tech fabric that we used in 
the past would begin to deteriorate after about three years of exposer to the elements.   Addition-
ally, we agreed to purchase a used “handicap” porta-pottie.  Dave Reiss has a friend who is in 
the business.  We may be able to purchase a good quality handicap porta-pottie at a very reason-
able price.  As soon as our weather improves, we will schedule a work party so that we can re-
move the old fabric, prepare the soil (grading) and then install the new liner material. 

I look forward to seeing you at Popp’s Field in the near future. 

Greg McNutt 
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 Since the last edition of Flight Report there have not been many days 

of flying … wind / rain … however there are better days in the future. 

 Continue to feel free to submit pictures and stories during 2016.  With-

out your contributions the BAM Newsletter would not exist at the level you 

expect it. 

 So do not be shy, lets see those pictures and stories.   

Remember the Editor can’t be everywhere but someone is usually there to 

report that CRASH (take pictures, and tell who made it happen) or some oth-

er event. 

  

 



Safety First: Using the Throttle Cut Function 
As popular as electric planes have become, the arming process does impose an added risk that glow or gas airplanes 
don’t have: Once the battery is connected to the Electronic Speed Control (ESC) and the arming sequence is completed, 
the throttle stick is live and ready to operate the motor. Any accidental motion of the throttle stick would immediately 
start the motor and could, if the pilot is not paying attention, cause injuries to the pilot and bystanders.  

It is not unusual for R/C pilots to carry their armed smaller electric airplanes over a short distance to place it on the 
taxiway or runway. Carrying the turned-on transmitter and armed airplane at the same time could result in an 
unintended bump of the throttle stick and power up the motor. 

Beginners who are still trying to get a feel for proper pre-flight safety and comfortably operating their equipment are 
at greater risk. However, it is not an unrealistic scenario even for experienced R/C pilots to accidently advance the 
throttle stick of an armed airplane. 

There are preventive measures that pilots can take to minimize such risks. Many ESCs come with features that require 
a proper arming sequence before the airplane is ready to fly. Also, several of the popular entry-level electric airplanes 
such as the E-flite Apprentice have different flight operation modes that provide additional safety features as well as a 
dedicated ESC on/off switch. Nevertheless, once an airplane is armed, the throttle stick is fully functional. 

Fortunately, there is another way to manage the described risk when getting ready for flying. Most transmitters  
(6-channels and up) have a Throttle Cut function. Historically it was designed for use with combustion engines (e.g., 
glow engines) as a way to shut down an idling engine. However, you can also program the Throttle Cut function to 
temporarily “disable” the throttle function, which solves the mentioned risk with electric airplanes. 

NOTE: A quick note about the difference between the Throttle Cut function and the Throttle Hold function. The 
Throttle Hold function is traditionally used with R/C helicopters. As the name implies this function holds the throttle 
at a preset (fixed) engine idle value to ensure that a helicopter does not unintentionally lift off the ground when 
starting the engine or motor. 

The actual programming of the Throttle Cut function is straightforward and can be set up in less than a minute on many 
popular transmitters models that provide this function. The important thing is that the setting (value) for disabling the 
throttle signal should apply to the entire range of motion of the throttle stick. 

For example, you should set a maximum negative value (%) to ensure that no positive throttle input is sent to the 
motor as the throttle stick is moved from the low to the maximum position. Please note that the setup can differ 
depending on your transmitter brand and model. Always consult the user’s manual for ensuring the correct setup. 

In addition, you will have to assign one of the available transmitter switches to trigger the Throttle Cut function so you 
can turn it on and off as needed. There is no specific switch that should be used and it is more or less a preferential 
decision to assign a switch that feels most appropriate for you and the respective airplane.  

Before you use the selected Throttle Cut setting, make sure to test it first. You should do the test on the airplane that 
is bound to the respective transmitter and for which you would like to use the Throttle Cut function. Please don’t forget 
to secure the airplane so it won’t take off as you test your settings. 

Taking advantage of the Throttle Cut function is a quick and easy fix for containing a real safety risk. If you have never 
used the Throttle Cut function on your transmitter, give it a try as it is one of the simpler functions to set up. 

Take care and fly safely, 

Waldemar Frank 
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Show & Tell 
For the February 2016 BAM club meeting … Bruce Burgess / Bill Hand / Darrell Loveland 

had nice airplanes for show and tell.   

 

Bill Hand brought in a beautiful Maxford USA 

Hornet.  This glider has a 70” wingspan provid-

ing lift for the 40” long fuselage.  This glider is 

an ARF that only requires 3 channels and has a 

10x8 folding prop.  Bill purchased it at only $109  

— a steal. 

Bruce Burgess brought in his beautiful Pi-

lot RC Extra 330SC.  It weighs in at just 

under 13 pounds and is powered by a Val-

ley View 40cc twin with a 2 into 1 exhaust 

made by Pinnacle.  Bruce is using Hitec 

5685 servos and redundant 2100 maH 

Lipo batteries.  This beauty also has a 

magnet radio switch, Tech-Aero ignition 

battery eliminator, 17 oz fuel tank and a 

hand painted pilot figure.  This will be a 

nice plane to see fly. 

Darrell Loveland has been working on his 

beautiful Aeroworks Checkmate Pitts Model 12 

Biplane.  The aircraft is modeled after the full 

scale airplane flown by Kendall Simpson in 

many airshows across the country.  Darrell’s 

model is powered by a DLE55 gas motor turning a 

22x8 prop and Tru-Turn spiner with a JTEC Pitts 

style muffler made specifically for this airframe.  It 

employs a Smartfly EQ6 power regulation and distri-

bution board with 3 lithium ion batteries for redun-

dancy.  This is one beautiful aircraft and we can’t 

wait to see Darrell wring it out!   
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39 members and guest attended the February 2016 Club Meeting  
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