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  June 25, 2014 
6:30 pm at Jake’s Diner 

 

Food available 
come early to visit and eat. 

This crew of  fine gentlemen showed up on the week-
end of  May 31/June 1 to attack the safety fence pro-
ject.  To quote another famous person “Mission Ac-
complished”  A lot of  hard work went into improving 
the safety of  the field and you can read and see it all 
later in this newsletter’s “Field Maintenance” 



Meet new member, Ryan Thomas.  Ryan is an experienced R/C pilot and really enjoys building.  He 
is originally from San Diego, Ca. and has made Bend his home over the last two years.  He recently 
attended our weekly park flying and decided to join our club.  Ryan brought one of  his “scratch-
built” bi-planes, which utilized parts from a variety of  planes.  He also came out to help with the 
safety fence project, showing his dedication and commitment as our newest member.  We look for-
ward to flying with him!  Welcome to BAM Ryan!!! 

    I don’t know about the rest of  you but this past month has really been crazy and the most crazy 
thing of  all was that my wife and I and all of  our pets had to evacuate our place due to the Two Bulls fire 
that just happened.  I have also been busy with Spring chores that, on a 7 acre place, are plentiful. 
 
    I am almost thankful that I did not get any contributions to the newsletter or I probably would still be 
working on it but I’m happy to say that I am aware of  a few possibilities for next month so it should be 
back up to it’s size by then. 
 
    Don’t forget that the second of  four Club 40 pylon races is June 28th!  You should really make an at-
tempt to attend these races either as a competitor, or as a helper or spectator.  The races have gotten 
progressively more exciting and the competition is stiff.  See you there on the 28th at the LaPine RC Fly-
ers Dorrance Meadow facility! 
     
    We still continue to have almost 50% of  our membership at the meetings and the number of  mem-
bers flying on a regular basis is growing. 
 
    You all probably heard that we got a grant from the AMA for field improvement and I believe we are  
targeting those funds for the proposed cementing of  the pit areas. 
 
    A really, really, big thanks to all of  you who have volunteered at the field.  Without volunteers, we 
would not have been able to accomplish what we have. 



Message from the President 
Dear Members, Fellow RC Pilots, and Interested Readers: 
 
     Safety is always a concern to us and probably to most clubs who are serious about flying safely. 
We have had many discussions over the past year or so about the specific measures we can imple-
ment to make our club, members, and flying field safer. 
 
     To name a few, we established properly documented field safety guidelines and prepared an illus-
tration (map) that identifies recommended fly zones and no-fly zones surrounding our flying site. 
And just this month, we installed a safety fence to eliminate the need for fixed pilot stations. Both the 

field safety guidelines and the fly-zone map are available via our club website under “Resources.” 
 
     I believe that the safety fence demonstrates that well-designed field enhancements can make our field safer AND pro-
vide a more enjoyable flying experience for pilots who are no longer limited by the fixed locations of  traditional pilot sta-
tions. Pilots can now spread out and line up along the safety fence without being confined or restricted in their view of  the 
runway by other pilots. At the same time, pilots can stand at a location along the runway that is best suited for the given 
flight conditions at the time.  
 
     Likewise, the new safety fence provides much better protection against rogue airplanes operating on the runway dur-
ing take-off  and landing. Previously, the pit area was not really shielded because the wide openings between pilot stations 
made it easy for airplanes to pass between pilot stations into the pit area and cause harm to people and equipment. 
 
     In general, flight safety will always be a discussion point because of  natural member turnover, changes to the sur-
roundings, to rules and regulations, etc. Clubs who maintain an objective view about safety and understand when to ad-
dress safety concerns will be able to maintain an effective and positive safety record. Nobody wants to get hurt, hurt 
somebody else, and lose or damage a plane. It also allows us to conduct events more safely and club activities that re-
quire their own special conditions to ensure that everybody is safe and can enjoy the specific event.  
 
     Of  course, there is only so much we can enhance at our flying site to make it safe. Our personal commitment to safety 
and practices are even more critical. Flying safely and operating a safe plane as well as equipment make all the difference. 
However, we as a club can focus on the things that minimize—or even better—eliminate opportunities for unsafe practic-
es. 
 
So great job everybody for supporting our efforts to be safe! 

Waldemar 



Here’s Bob Macke 
showing off  his Top 
Flite AT6 ARF.  The 
plane is powered by an 
Evolution 15cc gas en-
gine and features re-
tracts and a Sullivan 
smoke system.  Hope-
fully we’ll get to see 
this beauty fly soon. 

Bob Ingram finally 
debuted his home-
built Venture 60.  
We’ve featured this 
build since December 
and it’s finally done!  
Bob has since maid-
ened his plane and 
says it flew very well.  
Well done Bob!! 

Frugal Bill Hand 
showed off  his Great 
Planes Super 
Sportster electric 
ARF.  He says he got 
this beauty from Am-
azon for just $78.  
Bill keeps on the 
lookout for bargains! 

Chris Rankin, we all know, is 
our jetmeister.  He has a 
new project underway and 
has bought this new equip-
ment for it. 

It is a Power Box Royal SRS.  It 
features an internal gyro,  6 
gyro outputs, GPS regulated 
gyro gain, delta and V-tail mix-
er, door sequencer, and a 
powerbus with 2 outputs com-
patible with other servo bus 
systems and a triple axis 
MEMS sensor.  Chris said the 
cost for this baby was around 
$800.  I don’t know exactly 
what plane this system is 
bound for but it’s bound to be 
impressive because this is 
Chris Rankin we’re talking 
about! 



The subject of  an adequate safety fence for our club has been discussed for the better part of  two 
years and now it is a reality!  Thanks to the diligence of  member Tom Schram who researched, de-
signed, shopped and oversaw the entire project we have not only an adequate fence but one that is 
pleasing to the eye as well.  We could really write a book about the project but I think that I’ll let the pic-
tures do most of  the story telling but a giant thanks goes out to Tom and to the volunteers that you 
see in these pictures that made this happen and for the most part in just two concentrated work days. 

First the materials needed to be bought.  Then the pipes needed to be bent and holes drilled in them 
for the supporting cable for the barrier material and all delivered to the field. 

Then the initial post holes needed 
to be dug. 

Then there were rocks, big rocks that needed to be removed. 

Sacks of  concrete and containers of  water 
were place along the fence line. 

Posts were placed in 
the holes. 

Some posts had to 
be trimmed to fit. 



The actual mixing of  the concrete 
was done in the holes. 

Posts were then braced for the 
concrete to set. 

Braces were installed and the top cable was then 
stretched through the drilled holes and the fabric 
was hung.  On the bottom of  the fabric, re-bar was 
installed to weight the fabric.  The finishing touch 
came in the form of  caps for each post.   

Finished at last and looking real good! 



Some other things got fixed on those work days as well. The pit areas had deteriorated over time 
and loose ends were a tripping and taxiing hazard so some of  the volunteers trimmed away all of  
the loose material. 

Some of  the material was lifted and re-stretched and all of  the remaining fiberglass underlay 
was removed.  The finished effort resulted in a pit area that is much improved until the con-
crete pit sections can be poured. 

The damaged fabric at the East end of  the runway was removed as it was causing problems 
for planes taking off  and landing.  The area is smooth and will eventually be asphalt. 

Last but certainly not least is the saga of  Tim Peterson.  Volunteers were 
asked to bring water and one volunteer brought water in a gas can.  When 
the time came to return the post-hole digger, Tim commented that we 
needed to top off  the gas before we returned it and as long as we had gas 
at the field we might as well top it off  there.  When he returned the digger, 
the rental yard drove it off  the trailer and it promptly died and they could 
not re-start it.  Tim came back with his story and finally discovered that 
what he thought was gas was really water that he used to top off  the dig-
ger.  Oh Well…… stuff  happens……..  



No Crashes to Report This Month! 











 
 

 
All pilots shall be current members of  A.M.A. and B.A.M. Proof  of  current A.M.A. membership 

is required prior to flying at B.A.M. 
 

Visiting A.M.A. pilots and new members of  B.A.M shall receive a safety orientation prior to their 
first flight. 

 
Pilots shall ensure safe flight operations in concordance with A.M.A. Safety Rules and these 

Field safety Guidelines. 
 

Pilots shall ensure safe operation of  their aircraft and associated equipment prior to use. 
 

Pilots are encouraged to verbally enforce safe flying practices. 
 
All guests, children, and pets shall be supervised by a B.A.M. member while inside the flying 

field and are encouraged to remain behind the pit tables. 
 

All pilots shall restrain their aircraft during the start-up/arming process. This includes electrics. 
 

Pilots shall never leave their aircraft unattended while the aircraft is running or armed.. 
 

Pilots shall only taxi aircraft in the specified taxi area and use caution while taxiing. 
 
While flying, pilots are encouraged to remain 25 feet behind the closest edge of  the runway, 

preferably behind a pilot station. 
 
Pilots shall verbally communicate their intensions such as landings, take-offs, or aircraft prob-

lems while flying. 
 
Pilots shall fly their aircraft north of  the centerline of  the runway. This is known as the 

“deadline”. 
 

POPP’S FIELD SAFETY GUIDELINES 



 
 
Pilots only are permitted beyond the flight line (e.g., to retrieve an aircraft) 

 
Landing aircraft have the right of  way. Dead-stick landings shall be announced as such and giv-

en full priority. 
 

Pilots shall communicate any aerobatic maneuvers such as,  low passes, touch and go’s, and 
hovering directly near or above the runway. 

 
Pilots shall not take-off  or land on the taxiways. 
 
A maximum of  five (5) aircraft is allowed in the air at one time. This includes helicopters and 

micros. 
 

Pilots shall call all maiden flights prior to flight. All other aircraft shall be grounded throughout 
the entirety of  the flight. 

 
Hand launches shall be performed approximately 25 feet from the edge of  the runway closest 

to the pilots’ station. 
 

Pilots using AM/FM radio equipment shall have the appropriate frequency pin attached to the 
transmitter antenna whenever the radio is in use. 

 
R/C cars and other surface vehicles are prohibited anywhere inside the flying field. 

 
Smoking is prohibited anywhere inside the flying field and shall be carried out in a safe and re-

spectful manner in the parking lot. 
 

        The consumption of  alcoholic beverages before or during flight is prohibited. 
 

POPP’S FIELD SAFETY GUIDELINES 
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