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  April 23, 2014 
6:30 pm at Jake’s Diner 

 

Food available 
come early to visit and eat. 

Well, there was no 
shortage of  clowning 
around and razzing  
as the practice races 
commenced for the 
2014 Club 40 racing 
season begins. 
 
The wind was a bit 
challenging  and 
most of  these planes 
are new this year, 
being replacements 
for aircraft lost last 
season but a good 
time was had by all.   
 
 A couple of  pilots 
failed to show, having 
various excuses but 
when the flag comes 
down the  best will 
win!!! 

Left to Right: Bruce Burgess, Ron Wallace, Waldemar 
Frank and Greg McNutt 



      Hey everyone……..is it summer yet?  It sure has felt like it the last couple of  weeks and a lot of  us 
have been at the field spreading our wings, despite the winds which have been turbulent at times caus-
ing some rough flying and a couple of  crashes.   
 
    There’s been a lot of  maiden flights happening and a lot of  bench flying going on as well.  Last week-
end was the Club 40 pylon race workshop where we got to preview some of  this year’s hopefuls as they  
took their competition machines to the air.  If  you didn’t get to see the action last year, you should really 
make an effort to come out and watch our pilots as they try to be the best.  This will be the 5th season 
and the pilots have gotten better and better so many of  the races are very very close and of  course on 
the ground the guys do their fair share of  razzing each other which is comedy itself.  The first race of  
the season is Saturday, May 17 so make plans to attend and root on your favorite plane and bring a 
friend or two. 
 
     I will be going on my first vacation in over 10 years tomorrow (Tuesday, April 15) which is why the 
newsletter is out so early.  The reason I mention this is I’m going to try to visit the North Las Vegas RC 
airfield and I hope to get some pictures and a story for the May newsletter.  Of  course I’ll stop to see 
our son Steve (who is responsible for our great sign on the South side of  the clubhouse) his wife and 
our two grandkids.  I’ll be back in time for the next meeting though so be sure to bring your stuff  in for 
show and tell so the meetings continue to be entertaining. 
 
See you all soon! 

A warm BAM welcome to our newest member, Tom Royce.  Tom has been flying R/C and FPV 
for a few years now.  He is self-taught and has been using public areas to train himself.  Even-
tually he would like to take his FPV passion to a commercial level once he has refined his cur-
rent set-up.  Tom   has been a guest at our field a couple of  times and recently joined AMA so 
he could fly at our field and become a full BAM member. 
     We believe that he is Tom number 5, so we may need to come up with a naming convention 
to differentiate all the Tom’s.  (Greg McNutt has already given this a shot) 
     Welcome to BAM Tom! 



Message from the President 
Dear Members, Fellow RC Pilots, and Interested Readers: 
 
     First Person View (FPV) flying is gaining greater momentum and has caught some interest even 
in our club. Although the general FPV technology has been around for many years, it appears to 
have received greater focus as a result of  a lively public discussion about drone technology and the 
evolving regulations that govern both drone technology and FPV flying. 
 
     We have only one current member and one prospective member from what I understand who are 
involved in FPV flying. So I can’t say that our club is “into” FPV flying yet (or will be in the future). 

Nevertheless, I have been monitoring some of  AMA’s involvement and ongoing blogs that focus on FPV flying. 
 
     If  you would like to follow AMA’s involvement and active discussions, you can refer to the below AMA blog page that 
includes a list of  several ongoing blog topics (you can even start your own blog): 
        http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/ 
 
     There is also a specific blog about FPV flying and the licensing requirements, which you can access via the following 
link:  http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/2014/04/02/licensing-for-fpv-pilots/ 
 
     In addition, AMA created a document about FPV and licensing, which you can access below: 
        http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/FPVFCC.pdf 

     As some of  you may already know, in most cases and depending on the equipment used by FPV pilots, you will require 
an amateur radio operator license from the FCC: 
        http://wireless.fcc.gov/services/index.htm?job=licensing_2&id=amateur 

     In general, there is some concern that drone technologies and related regulations may spill over into R/C FPV flying 
and further affect the recreational R/C pilot by increasingly diluting the separation between technology requirements, li-
censing, and regulation for FPV flying in our hobby.  
 
     It is becoming evident that the many stakeholders (on either side) who have a say in this discussion will continue to 
push their respective agendas and objectives. For us recreational R/C pilots, staying vigilant and taking action when ap-
propriate as well as enabling AMA to represent our interests is a personal endeavor. And this is not just applicable to spe-
cial interest groups in our hobby, but rather a mutual mission for all AMA members and recreational R/C pilots. 
 
Fly safely! 

Sincerely, 
Waldemar Frank 
BAM President 

http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/�
http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/blog/2014/04/02/licensing-for-fpv-pilots/�
http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/FPVFCC.pdf�
http://wireless.fcc.gov/services/index.htm?job=licensing_2&id=amateur�


     I first got interested in twins a long time ago and had heard that with a computer radio you could program it so that 
the engines would operate separately.  I wanted the left engine to operate when the 3-position switch was in the up posi-
tion and I wanted the right engine to operate when the 3-position switch was in the down position.  When the 3-position 
switch is in the center position I want both engines to operate together without the use of  dials or outboard synchroniz-
ers.  In other words I wanted the engines only to respond to the throttle control.   
 
     You can set up a twin with a y-harness or a synchronizing box, but if  you have a computer radio why not set them up 
like a real airplane operates?  I have borrowed some verbiage from a Futaba FAQ and have provided pictures from my 
radio which is a Futaba 10CAG.  These instructions were written for a Futaba 9C but with some interpretation you could 
use this setup for a Futaba 8U, 9C, 9CS, 10CAP and 10CAG.  I might add that the Futaba tech support is great if  you 
have questions about something that just doesn’t work. 
 
     Ok, so on with the show.  The easiest approach utilizes 3 available premixes.  The left engine will have it’s servo 
plugged into channel 3.  The right engine will have it’s servo plugged into channel 7. 
 
At this point I go ahead and set up the endpoints and the subtrims for channels 3 and 7.  I also tune each engine sepa-
rately to run at it’s own optimum.  It is not necessary to have them run at exactly the same RPM, within 1000 RPM’s will 
work just fine although closer would be better but don’t sweat  few hundred RMP’s 
 
Step #1.  Create a pmix using THR to 7 100% switch C positions center and down.  (you can use any 3-position switch       
                but C is convenient. 
 

      Press Mode Button (twice if  needed) to open Advanced menu.  
 

      Turn dial up or down and press to select an open pmix. 
       

      Cursor over to MIX and use dial to turn mix on. 
 

      Cursor down to MASTER and turn dial until       
           MASTER  reads THRO. 
 

      Cursor down to SLAVE and turn dial until 
           SLAVE Reads AUX1 (channel 7) 
 

      Move cursor to TRIM and use dial to turn it  
          ON 
 

      Leave LINK off. 
 

      Cursor down to SWITCH and select SWITCH C. 



      Cursor down to POSI and turn dial to select 
           Cntr&DN 
 

      Cursor to RATE, move throttle to bottom  
           position and set % to 100% 
 

       Move THROTTLE to full up position and set% 
           to 100% 
 

      Leave OFFSET at 50% and press END twice to  
           exit Menus. 
 
Note:  This screen does not show the 50% offset but when you get all the mixes done, this does work!  At this point I 
can’t remember if  I tried the 50% offset and it didn’t work or not but if  you set your screen to this image it will work as I 
just proved it out on my setup.  Futaba advised me to play with the rates and offsets if  these recommendations did not 
work but they are a good starting point. 
 
Step #2  Left throttle operates properly on the throttle stick already with no changes needed, so that is the up switch  
      position for the channel 3 servo.  However, the channel 7 servo needs to be brought to idle. To do this offset mix 
      channel 7. 
 

      Press Mode Button (twice if  needed) to open 
           advanced menu. 
 

      Select and open pmix 
 

      Cursor over  to MIX and turn dial MIX ON 
          (it shows OFF here but when you are setting it 
           up you need to make sure this is ON) 
 

      Cursor down to MASTER and turn dial until 
           it reads OFST 
 

      Cursor down to SLAVE and turn dial until it 
           Reads AUX1 (channel 7) 
 

      Leave LINK off 
 

      Cursor down to SW and select Switch C 
 

      Cursor down to POSI and turn dial until it reads UP 
 

      Cursor to RATE and set % to 75% (reverse direction if  needed to operate properly)  You can see from my screen 
           That I had to set my rate at 2% to work for me.  Remember these are starting points depending on your radio. 
 

      Press End twice to close menu 



       
Step #3.  Now we need to operate the channel 7 throttle, but not the channel 3 throttle when we move the throttle stick   
      with switch C in the down position.  To do so we need  to do a pmix of  throttle to throttle, -100% in each direction, 
      link off, trim off  and offset 0%, switch C down. 
 

      Press Mode Button (twice if  needed) to open Advanced Menu.    
      Select an open pmix. 
      Cursor over to MIX and use the dial to turn 

           It ON 
      Cursor down to MASTER and  turn the dial  

           until it reads THROTTLE (channel 3).                           
      Cursor down to SLAVE and turn the dial until 

            It reads THROTTLE (channel 3). 
      Cursor over to TRIM and use dial to turn 

           it ON. 
      Leave LINK OFF 
      Cursor down to SWITCH and select SWITCH C  

           with the dial. 
      Cursor down to POSI and use dial to select    

           DOWN. 
      Cursor over to RATE, move throttle to bottom and set % to –100%. 
      Move throttle to top and set % to –100%. 
      Move throttle to bottom and throttle trim to bottom and press and hold dial to select this as the “OFFSET TO” 

           position. 
      Press End twice to close menu. 

 
Step #4.  Now you need to turn off  the channel 7 knob to avoid it’s position affecting your right engine. 
 

     Press Mode Button to open Basic menu. 
 

    Turn dial up or down to select AUX CH. 
 

    Turn dial left or right until it reads CH7 NULL 
 

    Press END twice to close the menu 
 
At this time you will need to reset the throttle trim to 0%  
 
My kill switch (switch F) will only kill the left (ch3) engine and I have talked to Futaba about this and they sent me a mix 
that didn’t work so I think I’ll just use –trim on the throttle to kill the right(ch7) engine.  This setup is for Futaba radios 
but it may help to lead you in the right direction on other brands.  Anyway, give it a try and see if  it’s right for you!    
 
Andy 
 
       
 



     Well, we’re lucky to get an update from Tom “Master-Builder” Schramm.  If  you will remember in the 
last newsletter he showed us the framework for the Balsa USA 1/5 scale Citabria Pro that he had pur-
chased from a consignee at D’s hobbies. 
     This month he’s in the covering stage of  his build.  He’s chosen Bright Yellow Coverite fabric covering 
which he claims uses low heat and is easy to handle.  He did cover the framework with SIG heat activated 
adhesive before applying the fabric.  He reports that the shrinkage is nice and the fabric gives the plane 
a nice authentic look. 
     The trim color is Ultracote Fluorescent Purple which he applied with low heat.  He says he did not use 
Windex, which is another method of  trim application that does not require heat. 
      Good Job Tom!!!!!  We can’t wait to see this beauty at the club meeting and in the air. 



Jerry Burgess brought in his beautiful KMP ARF 1/5 scale FW190 D9.  It is pow-
ered by a Desert Aircraft 60cc gas engine and features Sierra retracts that have 
been modified to electric operation by Down and Locked.  This is a beautiful bird 
and we can hardly wait to see it’s maiden flight! 

Greg McNutt’s 
daughter pro-
vided him with 
this sign for his 
shop.  Greg has 
created quite  a 
shop for  the 
time he has 
been in the 
hobby. 

Roger Bladholm 
brought in a very nice 
Multiplex Fun Cub to 
show.  He has been 
learning to fly off  wa-
ter and is really enjoy-
ing it.  Very nice plane, 
and it is his second 
after some learning 
mishaps on his first. 

Bruce Burgess brought in a new hinge slot tool that he discovered called the Aerobroach.  He demonstrat-
ed how easy it was to use and says it is now his preferred tool to use for hinge slotting.  You can get more 
info at http://www.aerobroach.com.  Thanks Bruce! 

Members are encouraged to bring in stuff  for show and tell.  A new plane, a new piece of  
equipment, a new tool, please share what interests you with the rest of  us! 



Bob Ingram was the proud last recipient 
of  the crash trophy after crashing his 
World Model’s T34 Mentor.  He said he 
lost control and could not prevent this un-
fortunate happening.   

On a recent trip to the Bend 
Elks Bingo night, Bob did any-
thing but crash.  He won a 
couple of  pretty good sized 
bingo’s and was crowned 
King and given a horn to blow  
and blow he did much to the 
chagrin of  those of  us who 
were sitting close by. 

Steve Younger had some bad 
luck with his Fokker DVII.  He 
says that it was flying fine 
until the ESC gave out as he 
was making a flyby to the 
East.  He expertly got the 
nose up to make a flat land-
ing and avoiding serious 
damage.  He says it’s ready 
to go again. 

Andy Niedzwiecke’s Seagull 
Zero met it’s demise at the 
mercy of  some winds out at 
the field.  A dust devil caught 
this plane just as it was tak-
ing off  and there was no re-
covering it.  I donated it’s 
organs to another plane. 















 
 

 
All pilots shall be current members of  A.M.A. and B.A.M. Proof  of  current A.M.A. membership 

is required prior to flying at B.A.M. 
 

Visiting A.M.A. pilots and new members of  B.A.M shall receive a safety orientation prior to their 
first flight. 

 
Pilots shall ensure safe flight operations in concordance with A.M.A. Safety Rules and these 

Field safety Guidelines. 
 

Pilots shall ensure safe operation of  their aircraft and associated equipment prior to use. 
 

Pilots are encouraged to verbally enforce safe flying practices. 
 
All guests, children, and pets shall be supervised by a B.A.M. member while inside the flying 

field and are encouraged to remain behind the pit tables. 
 

All pilots shall restrain their aircraft during the start-up/arming process. This includes electrics. 
 

Pilots shall never leave their aircraft unattended while the aircraft is running or armed.. 
 

Pilots shall only taxi aircraft in the specified taxi area and use caution while taxiing. 
 
While flying, pilots are encouraged to remain 25 feet behind the closest edge of  the runway, 

preferably behind a pilot station. 
 
Pilots shall verbally communicate their intensions such as landings, take-offs, or aircraft prob-

lems while flying. 
 
Pilots shall fly their aircraft north of  the centerline of  the runway. This is known as the 

“deadline”. 
 

POPP’S FIELD SAFETY GUIDELINES 



 
 
Pilots only are permitted beyond the flight line (e.g., to retrieve an aircraft) 

 
Landing aircraft have the right of  way. Dead-stick landings shall be announced as such and giv-

en full priority. 
 

Pilots shall communicate any aerobatic maneuvers such as,  low passes, touch and go’s, and 
hovering directly near or above the runway. 

 
Pilots shall not take-off  or land on the taxiways. 
 
A maximum of  five (5) aircraft is allowed in the air at one time. This includes helicopters and 

micros. 
 

Pilots shall call all maiden flights prior to flight. All other aircraft shall be grounded throughout 
the entirety of  the flight. 

 
Hand launches shall be performed approximately 25 feet from the edge of  the runway closest 

to the pilots’ station. 
 

Pilots using AM/FM radio equipment shall have the appropriate frequency pin attached to the 
transmitter antenna whenever the radio is in use. 

 
R/C cars and other surface vehicles are prohibited anywhere inside the flying field. 

 
Smoking is prohibited anywhere inside the flying field and shall be carried out in a safe and re-

spectful manner in the parking lot. 
 

        The consumption of  alcoholic beverages before or during flight is prohibited. 
 

POPP’S FIELD SAFETY GUIDELINES 
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